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February 21, 2020 
 
Senator Torrey Westrom 
Chair; Senate Agriculture, Rural Development, and Housing Committee 
95 University Avenue W 
St. Paul, MN 55155 
 
Re: S.F. 3049 – Broadband Funding  
 
 
Dear Senator Westrom, 
 
As you know well, the members of the Minnesota Association of Townships have made broadband infrastructure 
development one of their primary goals over the past few years. Information from the Office of Broadband Development 
shows that many rural Minnesotan’s lack broadband service in their homes. The State’s Border-to-Border Broadband 
Infrastructure Program has improved service in many areas there were unserved, but there are many areas left to reach.  
 
To continue this positive trend, we ask for your support of S.F. 3049, which allocates an additional $30,000,000 to 
the State Border-to-Border Broadband Infrastructure Program. This funding will leverage an additional $30,000,000 
of private investment and will be targeted to the areas of Minnesota that need it most. The $30,000,000 funding provides 
the remaining portion of the $70 million per biennium recommended by the State’s Broadband Taskforce.  
 
MAT views this infrastructure development as fundamental to supporting townships as sustainable and desirable places to 
live and work. This funding will help the State meet its 2022 goal of 25 mbps download and 3 mbps upload for every 
home and business in the state and lays the groundwork to reach the 2026 speed goals of 100 mbps up and 20 mbps down 
by 2026.  
 
We thank you and the Committee for support of the program last year, and ask that you show continued support of this 
Program and rural Minnesotans with your support of S.F. 3039. Please let us know if we can help support this effort in 
any way or provide any additional information to you or the committee. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
David Hann 
 


